TRUCK
FRIENDLY
PROGRAM
The purpose of the Truck Friendly Program is to
help caravanners, RV drivers and other road users
work with the many truck drivers whose workplace
is on our roads and highways.
Being courteous and thoughtful on the roads and
understanding what will assist the truck drivers
will help make everyone’s journey safer and less
stressful.
A truck driver held up behind a slow caravan or
convoy can mean the driver missing seeing his
family that night or missing their allotted load /
unload time at a loading dock. Time is money.
There are good and bad drivers of all types of
vehicles whether they be cars, caravans, RV’s
or trucks. Fortunately, they are in the minority,
and most drivers want to do the right thing. This
program is designed to help people understand
how we can all work together to make our roads
safer.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION VISIT
TRUCKFRIENDLY.COM.AU
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HOW CAN WE ALL
WORK TOGETHER
ON THE ROADS?
COMMUNICATION
Install a UHF radio and keep it turned on. Advertise
on your van that you have a UHF radio and what
channel you are listening to. Channel 40 is the
accepted highway channel used in most cases
by truck drivers, while some caravanners and RV
drivers also use channel 18 to talk with other
vehicles.
Tell the truck driver behind you that you want to help
and tell them what you intend to do. Be polite, keep
it short and acknowledge that you have heard and
understand any message they have given.

OVERTAKING LANES
One of the biggest complaints made by truck drivers
and other road users is that RVs & caravanners
mistakenly try and help by slowing down when
approaching overtaking lanes.
The best way to help is to communicate via your
UHF radio before you get to the overtaking lanes,
maintain your speed until the truck is fully in the
other ‘overtaking’ lane beside you, NOT behind you,
and then back off your accelerator to gently slow
your rig. Keep your van straight, as far left as is safe
and avoid heavy breaking that may cause the van to
sway.

YOU WILL GET MORE
ENJOYMENT HELPING OTHERS

TRAVELLING IN CONVOY

ENTERING TRAFFIC

This is one of the biggest causes of frustration and
impatience for all road users when they come upon
two or more RVs or caravans, closely following
each other. In order to overtake, a driver needs to
pass the two caravans with tow vehicles at the one
time. This is extremely dangerous for all vehicles
involved and has resulted in many fatalities.

When towing a caravan or driving a large RV, your
vehicle’s acceleration will be severely affected. At
100 km/h it doesn’t take long for a car or truck to
catch up to you while you are building up speed in
an RV or car with a heavy van in tow.

The golden rule of convoy travel is to leave enough
space for a truck or b-double to easily and safely
leap frog around you and the vehicle you are
following.

Queensland laws state that vehicles over 7.5
metres must have a distance of at least 60
metres between following vehicles increasing
to 200 metres if in an area used by road trains.

TRUCK STOPS
The Australian Government has installed truck rest
areas on the side of the highways regularly
throughout the state because truck drivers, by law
must stop and rest every 12 to 14 hours or risk very
heavy fines. Caravanners and RV drivers are not
subject to these strict laws.
These truck stops are NOT designed as free camp
sites and are generally not for RV and caravan
overnight stops. If signage is not present then
overnight stays are not permitted. Should you be
permitted to stay, allow space for extra-long trucks
and do not park in the middle of a truck stop.
The trucks including B-Doubles often pull in late at
night and may need space to turn and park. Be
aware that you may be asked to move at any time.

REMEMBER TO BE
TRUCK FRIENDLY

Follow the rule of waiting until the truck and
other vehicles have passed before you move
onto the road so as not to hinder the flow of
traffic. If an approaching vehicle has to slow
because you have pulled out onto the road, it
means you pulled out too early and you should
have waited. No one wants an unhappy driver
behind you on the highway.

HOW DO YOU JOIN
THE TRUCK FRIENDLY
PROGRAM?
If you have read the Truck Friendly program
information and want to assist truck drivers and
other road users, plus you have a UHF radio
(turned on), then you are entitled to place a
large, green ‘Truck Friendly’ sticker on the rear
of your caravan or RV.
The sticker should be placed at the rear of your
vehicle, at the top, right (driver’s side) so that
following vehicles can easily identify you as
being ‘Truck Friendly’ and wanting to help other
road users.
To collect your free sticker, visit our website for
a full list of locations and start being Truck
Friendly today!

VISIT THE WEBSITE
FOR MORE HELPFUL TIPS

